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Good evening, everyone. I would like to express my sincere gratitude
to all of you who have come from afar to be here in our city.
‘Throughout this convention, I was once again reminded that the rose
—such a beautiful flower— has the strong power to cross borders,
connect people, and inspire a shared desire for peace.

It would be a great source of pride for the people of Fukuyama if this
convention has met your expectations. It has also strengthened our
confidence in continuing our “Community Development Based on Roses”.
I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to the President of the
World Federation of Rose Societies, Ms. Diane vom Berg; the Honor-
ary President, Ms. Helga Brichet; the Chairperson of the Convention
Committee, Ms. Henrianne de Briey; and the Executive Director, Mr.
Derek Lawrence, for choosing our city as the host for this milestone
20th Convention.

My deepest thanks also go to the President of the Japan Rose Society,
Ms. Yukiko Shimura, for undertaking the tremendous responsibility
of this convention.

A short while ago, the citizens of Fukuyama were honored by the
World Federation of Rose Societies.

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to all who made this
possible —the Fukuyama Rose Society, the Fukuyama Rosarian Club,
the Rose Owners Association, and the more than 200 volunteers.
Without your cooperation, the smooth operation of this convention
would not have been possible.

I also wish to express my admiration to Dr. Yuki Mikanagi, Dr.
Nobuo Shirasuna, and Dr. Yoshihiro Ueda, who guided us with their
expertise; to the city assembly, headed by chairman Yoshinori Imaoka,
who approved a generous budget for this convention; and to the staff
of City Hall, whose dedication and hard work behind the scenes were
essential to the success of this convention.

I would like to express one more thing. The weather forecast predicted
heavy rain for the welcome reception and the opening ceremony.
However, it was amazingly inaccurate. So, I would like to thank the
rain clouds for avoiding Fukuyama City —at least until today.

In closing, I hope the knowledge and friendships you gained here in
Fukuyama will lead to new opportunities and continued growth. May
the next convention in Bhopal be a great success. And I look forward
to the day we may meet again —perhaps here in Fukuyama.

‘Thank you very much for being with us today, and during this convention.
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+ “The Saint Clair Rose Garden’ [#v-ZL—r-m—X#H -7
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- ‘Roses in the Fire of Spring’ [BokOFOE %S ]
Viru & Girija Viraraghavan3%, 202341~ F

- ‘Rosas patrimoniales de Uruguay, Legado de generaciones’
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